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COSMOPOLITAN ART JOURNAL. 



Gignoux has gone to Quebec, to " paint 
it" for Williams & Stephens. It will be a 
large, and, judging from the artist's repu- 
tation, a very noble work. The " Nia- 
gara Falls" of Mr. G. is pronounced, upon 
all hands, to be a successful painting. It 
is the Falls in winter — as cold and solemn 
in their grandeur, as if the eternal roar 
were actually sounding upon you. As a 
companion piece to Mr. Church's great 
work, it will not fail to command atten- 
tion, nor do we think it will suffer from 
comparison with that successful produc- 
tion. 

There never was a time when so many 
paintings were upon the market. Sales 
have been numerous, yet we hear of thou- 
sands of pictures which want purchasers. 
This is owing much to the hard times 
which are still pressing upon the commu- 
nity, notwithstanding the bank vaults are 
overrunning with gold ; yet, much of the 
surplus of paintings is owing to the greater 
industry of artists and to their constantly 
increasing number. This increase speaks 
well for the future of American art ; for 
out of the number of workers must spring 
a few, at least, who shall do good service. 
It is a fact, that, notwithstanding the " de- 
pression" in monetary affairs, more paint- 
ings have been sold during the last year 
than during any previous season ; aiid this 
circumstance is a pleasing one to contem- 
plate, since it gives assurance of the great 
increase of art taste among the people. A 
few years of this increasing patronage 
will not fail to tell favorably upon the pub- 
lic, and the artist's calling. The Cosmo- 
politan shall not fail in doing its share of 
the good work. Its catalogues, for the 
next Award, will be the best and most 
brilliant yet offered. Already over two 
hundred valuable canvases have been se- 
cured, and others are being arranged for 
and commissioned. 



A "VAGABOND." 



AGABONDISING, in Harper's 
Magazine for August, is a lively 
paper, illustrated in a humorous 
manner. There always is humor in a real 
vagabond ; — when the humorous ceases to 
predominate the vagabond is changed to 
the villain, the cut-throat. So long as he 
is in good humor he is a safe citizen, if a 
worthless one ; but when the evil one is 




under his dirty rags then look out for the 
assassin's stroke, or the desperate robbery. 
This vagabond of Harper, however, pro- 
fesses to respectability, and discourses of 
men and things and events in a very 
learned way. Mr. Thomas Catlin, the 
celebrated painter of Indian life, is made 
to tell his various adventures at various 
courts. He is made to speak as follows : — 

" When I was there that time, and we 
were all talking about Indians, his Majesty 
Louis Phillippe said that it had been his 
great good fortune to arrive with his 
brothers at Philadelphia the day that 
Washingtondelivered his farewell address ; 
that while the hall was rilling up and over- 
flowing with persons eager to be present 
on the great occasion, he observed a band 
of Indian chiefs from the Western woods 
seeking some situation where they too 
might look upon what they knew to be the 
crowning act of their Great Father's life. 
After Washington had begun the delivery 
of his address, after all auditors had be- 
come quiet and still, an Indian head rose 
slowly above the window-sill at the end of 
the stand on which the great men stood. 
Soon after, another and another found 
place alongside the first, until every pane 
of the lower sash framed a red-skin's por- 
trait. Finally, he who had risen first com- 
menced stealthily to lift the sash. Find- 
ing that they disturbed no one, and that no 
one forbid them, they raised it up until a 
naked, brawny shoulder went under for its 
support, and soon a dozen half naked sav- 
ages were noiselessly grouped on the win- 
dow-sill, or stretched out full length on 
the speaker's platform. Watching in- 
tensely each look and gesture, and listen- 
ing (though they understood it not) to 
each sacred word as it dropped from their 
Father's lips, great tears rolled down their 
manly cheeks, as though they knew it 
(what we all now know,) the greatest act 
of the greatest man that ever lived." 

Can it be possible that Mr. Thomas 
Catlin ever said this ; or has the author, 
to trump up an article, reported as his 
fancy listed ? We should advise him to 
overhaul his reckoning, get his bearings 
correctly, ere he again essays to sail 
righteously even among vagabonds. His 
statements are all well enough, except the 
want of truth. 

" His Majesty arrived, by great good 
fortune, in Philadelphia the day Washing- 
ton delivered his Farewell Address." 

Washington never " delivered " his 
Farewell Address at all. It was written 



out carefully, supervised by Alexander 
Hamilton and Mr. Jay, and then published. 

" While the Hall was filling up he ob- 
served a band of Indian chiefs seeking 
some situation," &c. 

This is the first time we have learned 
of the presence of this band of Western 
Indians in Philadelphia in 1796. 

" After Washington had begun the de- 
livery of his address," &c. Like poor 
Fallstaff's account of the encounter, the 
story increases amazingly. The fact is, 
that not only was the address not delivered, 
but Louis Phillippe was not in America at 
the date of its publication — September 
17th, 1796. He arrived in Philadelphia, 
from Europe, October 24th, 1796 — over 
one month after the address was issued. 

Now what are we to infer from such 
distrait statements ? Either that Mr. Cat- 
lin boldly " sold " the Vagabond, deeming 
him a kind of bore or greenhorn, or Mr. 
Catlin never told the Vagabond any such 
story at all. We leave the readers to 
infer which. 

After all, is there more recklessness in 
the Vagabond's effort to pen a pointed par- 
agraph, than in Mr. Abbott's grand series 
of efforts at the same kind of effect in his 
apotheosis of the Emperor Napoleon 1. 1 



AET GEM OF THE SEASON. 

Messrs. Williams & Stevens, of New- 
York, have purchased Herring's cele- 
brated painting, " The Village Black- 
smith," and will open it for exhibition at an 
early day. We have, hitherto, had inkling 
of this purchase of the artist's masterpiece, 
and are now happy to announce its exhi- 
bition. Few pictures ever brought to 
America will be apt to attract more, or 
create a better impression in art circles. 
We shall anticipate its arrival with plea- 
sure, and shall refer to it at length in our 
next. 

We learn that it is the intention to sell 
artists proof impressions of the superb en- 
graving made of the picture fo r the low price 
of thirty dollars. Landseer's "Smithy" 
was sold for sixty dollars — this equally 
fine steel, in every respect, will be fur- 
nished for half that sum. Connoisseurs, 
and lovers of what is truly excellent in 
art, should not fail to subscribe at an early 
moment, for those first come will be first 
served. India proofs, we learn, may be 
had for twenty dollars — a very reasonable 
price. 



